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Thank you for the opportunity to comment today. My name is Denise
Richardson. I am the Managing Director of the General Contractors
Association of New York, a trade association representing New York
City’s public works and heavy civil construCtioh contractors. Our 125
members employ over 15,000 engineering, construction management,

construction trades workers and skilled professionals.

Throughout much of the recent economic downturn, economists and
other public commentators have noted that New York City must
diversify its economy in order to better weather Wall Street’s business
cycles. The Fordham University expansion project will do just that,
adding to New York City’s reputation as one of the world’s intellectual
capitals.

Fordham's current Lincoln Center campus was built to accommodate
3,500 students. Over the years, as the University’s program offerings
have grown, the existing campus facilities have managed to squeeze in
over 8,500 students. In order to maintain its competitive advantage
as of one of the nation’s top law schools - ranked # 30 overall by US



News and World Report — and to provide adequate facilities to house
its other programs.

Throughout the environmental review process, Fordham has shown a
keen willingness to partner with the city and the community to address
concerns about building density and construction impact on the
community, through phasing of the construction and changes to the
project’s density. Through the use of high-grade exhaust filters on
heavy equipment, restricting street closings and requiring the use of
noise reduction technology, Fordham will ensure that the construction

impacts on the surrounding community are minimized.

At a time when New York City’s economy remains on uncertain ground
and most private sector commercial construction remains on hold, we
cannot afford to lose the opportunity to create a major new
development that will provide construction jobs for today and world

class university facilities tomorrow.

The Lincoln Center campus development will provide jobs for close to
5,000 skilled construction trades workers and generate a over $1.6
billion in construction activity over the life of the project: $1 billion for
the campus itself and $600 million on the Amsterdam Avenue
developments. The new Law School alone will entail more than $300
million in construction. When completed, the Fordham project will
provide close to 500 permanent jobs.

The expanded campus will generate additional economic activity for
neighborhood businesses and retail establishments. Colleges and
universities in New York City currently serve 460,000 students and



employ 91,000 people and contribute more than $600 million a year to
the city’s economy.

With the Fordham expansion project, New York City will further its
reputation as a university research center to rival Boston, Washington
and Atlanta. Since its founding in 1841, Fordham University has
played a key role in New York’s educational and intellectual history.

The expansion of the Lincoln Center campus will help Fordham
maintain and expand that tradition, insuring that both the university
and New York City continue to draw the most ambitious and talented
students to study, live, work and grow here,
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Good Morning and thank you for the opportunity to comment,

I'am John Tognino, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Fordham
University. I am a product of NY City Public Schools having lived in the

Bronx for the first 28 years of my life.

In an attempt to give back to my original community I am the Vice Chair of
a large Hospital in the Bronx and also serve as the Chairman of a Large

Community Health Center in the Bronx.

I attended Fordham University as an adult in the evening and on Saturdays
Fordham opened its doors to me; gave me anrropportunity to obtain an
Education, and as a Bronx kid never in my wildest dreams would I have

thought that I would some day become Chairman of Fordham’s Board.



Fordham is vitally important to the economic and cultural well being of the
city. The draft plan approved by City Planning is a compromise plan that we

all support.

One of today’s pﬁmary challenges, opportunities, and priorities is in -
education. F ordharn isa cprﬁponcnt and that priority. Originally planned
for 3500 students .our Lincoln Center campus now handles almost 8000
students. We desperately need more space if we are to fulfill our mission

and continue to provide the same opportunity to others to fulfill their dreams

as I had.

To do that we need residence halls, classrooms, and new space for

Academics. We employ 2000 faculty plus 500 contract employers.

Qur plans for our Lincoln Center will generate about $13 million a year in
new tax revenue for the City from residential buildings built by private
developers. The campus development will ultimately mean $1.6 billion in

Construction and translate into approximately 5000 construction jobs.



NYC is the capital of the world, and that includes being its intellectual
Capital as well. We are attracting students from all over the world, many of
whom stay after graduation and contribute to NY. We pride ourselves on
being a good neighbor. Our famed Law School provides free legal clinics,
our Séhool of Education is vital to training NY’s professional educators and

our world renowned School of Social Services stands as a model for all.

There are 4500 Colleges and Universities in the US, only 28 are Jesuit, and
of those only one, Fordham, is in NY. 90% of our students receive some
form of financial-aid. We focus on educating the whole person with an

Emphasis on service to others.

The Lincoln Center project will help Fordham transition from a great
regional university toa national university. The transition will strengthen
the City’s intellectual gravity insuring that, as the nation’s coliege town, |
New York continues to draw the most ambitious and talented students to

live, work and grow here. We strongly urge you to approve Fordham’s Plan.

Respectually submitted John N. Tognind, Chair, Fordham University
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Testimony for May 12, 2009 at the NY City Council Zoning and Franchises
Subcommittee

. Re: Fordham University Lincoln Center Expansion Plan- ULURP no. C050
260 Z5M

Starting next vear with a new iaw
scheool, Ferdham Unfversity
is embarking on 2 majse

Upper West Side expansion. !
These projects are expected
to be coempleted by 2032:

The request by Fordham University to expand its Lincoln Center campus should
be denied. It is far too large. The 3 million ZSF of development is actually 4
million GSF of bulk. Sixty story buildings defy zoning criteria as do other
special permits requested in the DEIS. There is no advantage to this community
to allow for the excessive changes proposed by Fordham University.

Zoning regulations promote good design, safety and sufficient air and light.
They should not be overruled. Any proposal that Fordham submits must
recognize that the City used eminent domain to make the area available for them
and that the parameters for density and design were prescribed. Currently there
is ample space for expansion without waivers. There are no provisions for sale
to a private developer. The waivers Fordham requests do not promote good
design. They only enlarge bulk. There is a legal and profound issue here on just
what is the rational for eminent domain.



A careful reading of the Transportation Section will draw the conclusion that
there should be no special permits expanding garage availability. The Draft EIS
analyzes existing conditions on our streets and avenues using prescribed
guidelines and methodology. The data shows that there is now a failure to meet
acceptable standards. The formal analysis tests the value of the ratio v/c
(volume over capacity). The volume of traffic must never be greater than the
capacity of the road or in numerical calculations never greater than one.
Another measurement, LOS (Lievel of Service) is graded A, B, C, D, E, or F.
Gradings of E or F are very bad and indicate traffic is barely moving. Even now
there are enough Es and Fs to indicate that there too many cars on the streets.
(See page 3.) We must discourage the use of cars in the City. The analysis
submitted in the DEIS must be a factor in determining the viability of the plan.

Further the analysis is incomplete. Cars do not just appear two blocks from
Fordham. Additional traffic on 577, 58™ and 59" Streets, and 9" Avenue will
extend the traffic congestion all the way over to 3 Avenue and the
Queensborough Bridge. There should be no new garage parking in this area. A
parking space is a magnet for more cars which means more congestion,
pollution, and CO,. In this neighborhood all new parking spaces should be
disapproved.

FISs should now include a section on the effect of the development on Global
Warming.

Sincerely, Cf//& [t

Olive Freud, Vice President



LEVEL OF SERVICE

Table 15-18 presents a comparison of the existi
study arca intersections. The following are

intersections:

Comparison of 2007 Existing

Chapter 15: Traffic and Parking

ng and 2014 No Build service conditions for the
the notahle changes in LOS al the analyzed

Table 15-13

and 2014 No Build Conditions Level of Service Analysis
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impediment to current efforts to
drastically reduce greenhouse
gas emissions from tailpipes, and
thus to reduce global warming.
Passenger cars are responsibie
for 12 percent of greenhouse gas
emissions in Europe and up to 50
percent in some car-intensive
areas in the United States.

While there have been efforts
in the past two decades to make
cities denser, and better for walk-
ing, planners are now taking the
concept to the suburbs and fo-
cusing specifically on environ-
mental benefits like reducing
emissions. Vauban, home to 5,500
residents within a rectangular
square mile, may be the most ad-
vanced experiment in low-car
suburban life. But its basic pre-
cepis are being adopted around
the world in attempts to make
suburbs more compact and more
accessible to publie transporia-
- tion, with less space for parking.
In this new approach, stores are
placed a walk away, on a main
street, rather than in malls along
some distant highway.

“All of our development since
World War II has been centered
on the car, and that will have to
change,” said David Goldberg, an
official of Transportation for
America, a fast-growing coalition

of hundreds of groups in the Unit-

ed States promoting new commu-
nities that are less dependent on
cars. Mr. Goldberg added: “How
much you drive is as important
as whether you have a hybrid.”

Levittown and Scarsdale, New
York suburbs with spread-out
homes and private garages, were
the dream towns of the 1950s and
still exert appeal. But some new
suburbs may weil look more Vau-
ban-like, not only in developed
counfries but also in the develop-
ing world, where emissions from
an increasing number of private
cars owned by the burgeoning
middle class are choking cities.

In the United States, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency is
promoting “car reduced” com-
munities. Many experis expect
public transport serving suburbs
to play a much larger role in a
six-year federal transportation
bill to be approved this year, Mr.
Goldberg said. In previous bills,

- 80 percent of appropriations have
by law gone to highways.

In California, the Hayward
Area Planning Association is de-
veloping a Vauban-like communi-
ty called Quarry Village on the
outskirts of Oakland, accessible
without a car fo.the Bay Area
Rapid Transit system and the
California *"State ~ University's
campus in Hayward. "~

Sherman Lewis, a professor
emeritus at Cal State and a lead-
er of the association, says he
“can’t wait to move in” and hopes
Quarry Village will allow his fam-
ily to reduce its car ownership
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their cars, :

In German Suburb,

the main thoroughfare, where the
tram to downtown Freiburg runs,
and a few streets on one edge of
the community. Car ownership is
allowed, but there are only two
places to park - large garages at
the edge of the development,
where a car owner buys g space,

VAUBAN, Germany — Resj-
dents of this upscale comununity
are suburban pioneers, going
where few soccer moms or com-
muting executives have .ever
i gone before: they have given up

Street parking, driveways and
home garages are generally for-
bidden in this experimental new
district on the putskirts of Frei-
burg, near the French and Swiss
borders, Vauban’s streets are
completely “car-free” — except

VT =
Life Goes

for $40,000, along with a home.”

As a result, 70 percent of Vay-
ban's families' do not own cars,
and 57 percent sold 2 ¢ar 10 move
here. “When I had a car I was al-
ways tense. I'm much happier
this way,” said Heidrun Walter, a
media trainer and mother of two,
as she walked verdant. streets

2

On Without Cars

where the swish of hicycles and
the chatter of wandering children
drown out the occasional distant

motor. o

Vauban, completed in 2006, is
an example of 2 growing trend in
Europe, the United States and
elsewhere {0 separate suburban

. life from ‘auto use, ‘as a compo-
nent “of ‘2 ‘movement called

“smart planning.”

- Automobiles are the linchpin of

suburbs,

where ' middle-class

families from Chicago to Shang-
hai tend to make their homes,
And that,-experts say, is a huge

. Continued on Page A6

Many residents of Vauban say they like raising their children on streets that are free of car traffic.

said, noting that mortgage lend-

ers worry about resale value of
half-million-dollar homes that
have no place for cars, and most
zoning laws still .require two
parking spaces per resideniial
unit.

. Besides, convincing people to
give up their cars is often an up-

hill run. “People in the U.S. are in-

credibly suspicions of any idea
where people are not going to
own cars, or are going to own
fewer,” said David Ceaser, a
founder of CarFree City USA,
who said no car-free suburban
project the size of Vauban had
succeeded in the United States.

In Europe, some governments’
are thinking on-a national scale. .
In 2000, Britain began a compre-

henstve effort to reform planning,
to discourage car use by requir-

THE NEW YORK TIMES

ing that new development be ac-
cessible by public transit.
“Development comprising
jobs, shopping, leisure and serv-
ices should not be designed and
located on the assumption that
the car will represent the only re-

-alistic means of access for the
‘vast majority of people) said

PPG 13, the British government’s

- revolutionary 2001 planning doc-

ument. Dozens of shopping malls,
fasi-food restaurants and hous-
ing compounds have been re-
fused planning permits based on
the new British regulations.

In Germany, a country that is
home to Mercedes-Benz and the

“autobahn, life in a .car-reduced
_ place like Vauban has its own un-
usual gestalt. The town is long

and relatively narrow, so that the
tram into Freiburg is an easy
walk from every home. Stores,
restaurants, banks and schools
are more interspersed among

_homes than they are in a typical
“suburb. Most residents, like Ms.
“Walter, have carts that they haul

behind bicycles for shopping
trips or children’s play dates.

For trips to stores like Ikea or
the ski slopes, families buy cars
together or use communal cars
rented out by Vauban's car-shar-
ing club. Ms., Walter had previ-
ously lived — with a private car
— in Freiburg as well as the Unit-
ed States,

“If you have one, you tend to
use it she said. “Sonte people

..move in here and move out rath-

er-quickly — they miss the car

“nextdoor” ..

“Vauban, the site of a former
Nazi army base, was occupied by
the French Army from the end of
World War 1I until the reunifica-
tion of Germany two decades
ago. Because it was planned as a
base, the grid was never meant to
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ONLINE: GREEN COMMUNITY

A slide show from Vauban, a

German community of 5,500
where 70 percent of the families
donolowncars: B
nytimes.con/science '

The original buildings- have
long since been torn down: The
stylish row houses that replaced
them are buildings of four or five
stories, designed to Teduce heat

Joss and maximize energy effi-

ciency, and trimmed with exolic
woods and elaborate balconies;

~ free-standing homes are forbid-

den.

By nature, people who buy
homes in Vauban are inclined to
be green guinea pigs — indeed,
more than half vote for the Ger-

man Green Party. Still, many say .

it is the quality of life that keeps
them here,

Henk Schulz, a scientist who
on one afternoon last month was
watching his three young chil-
dren wander around Vauban, re-
members his excitement at buy-
ing his first car. Now, he said, he
is glad to be raising his children
away from cars; he does not wor-
ry much about their safety in the
street.

Already, Vauban has become a
well-known niche community,

even if it has spawned few imita-

tors in Germany. But whether the
concept will work in California is
an open question. SRR
. More than 100 would-be own-
ers have signed up to buy in the
Bay Area’s “car-teduced” Quar-
ry Village, and Mr. Lewis is still
looking for about $2 million in
seed financing to get the project
off the ground.

But if it doesn’t work, his bacit-

~-up proposal is to build a develop-

mant nn tha cama nlnt that nar.




